MODULE -1

1-Tourism and Geography of America and Caribbean Area

The America and Caribbean region, classified as IATA Traffic Area 1,
includes North America, Central America, South America, the Caribbean
islands, Greenland, and Bermuda. Located mainly in the Western
Hemisphere, the region is bordered by the Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic
Oceans and plays a major role in global tourism and air transport.

The America and Caribbean region is one of the most important tourism regions
in the world due to its geographical diversity, climatic variation, rich attractions,
and advanced transport facilities, making it a key area of study in IATA Area 1
tourism geography.

The region is geographically diverse with major physical features such as the
Rocky Mountains, Andes Mountains, Amazon and Mississippi river
systems, Great Lakes, long coastlines, and numerous islands. These physical
features provide a wide variety of tourism resources.

Climatic conditions vary greatly:
o Tropical climate in the Caribbean and Central America
o Temperate climate in the USA and Canada
o Mediterranean climate in parts of California and Chile
o Desert climate in Mexico and Southwestern USA
o Arctic climate in Northern Canada and Greenland

This climatic diversity supports year-round tourism.

The region offers rich tourism attractions, including Niagara Falls, Grand
Canyon, Amazon Rainforest, Caribbean beaches, Machu Picchu, major
cities like New York and Los Angeles, and theme parks. Both natural and
cultural attractions are important.

Different forms of tourism developed in this area include:
« Beach and resort tourism
e Eco-tourism and wildlife tourism

o Cultural and heritage tourism



Adventure tourism

Cruise and urban tourism

The region has excellent accessibility with major international airports, strong

road and rail networks in North America, and well-developed cruise tourism,
especially in the Caribbean.

2- IATA Traffic Area 1 (TC-1): Countries, Capital Cities and

Codes

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) divides the world into
three Traffic Conference Areas for the purpose of airline operations, fare

construction, and route planning. Traffic Area 1 (TC-1) covers the American
continent and the Caribbean region and is one of the most important areas for

international tourism and air transport.

Regions Included in TC-1

North America
Central America
South America
Caribbean Islands

Greenland and Bermuda

North America

Country Capital City
United States of Washington
America D.C.

Canada Ottawa
Mexico Mexico City

Greenland Nuuk

Major IATA Code(s)

JFK (New York), LAX (Los Angeles),
ORD (Chicago)

YYZ (Toronto), YVR (Vancouver), YUL
(Montreal)

MEX, CUN (Cancun)

GOH



Central America

Country Capital City IATA Code
Belize Belmopan BZE

Costa Rica San José SJO

El Salvador San Salvador SAL
Guatemala Guatemala City GUA
Honduras Tegucigalpa  TGU
Nicaragua Managua MGA

Panama  Panama City PTY

Caribbean Region

Country / Territory Capital City IATA Code

Bahamas Nassau NAS
Cuba Havana HAV
Jamaica Kingston KIN / MBJ

Dominican Republic Santo Domingo SDQ / PUJ
Barbados Bridgetown  BGI
Trinidad & Tobago Port of Spain  POS
Puerto Rico (USA) San Juan SJU

Bermuda (UK) Hamilton BDA

South America




Country Capital City IATA Code
Argentina Buenos Aires EZE
Brazil Brasilia BSB / GRU

Chile Santiago SCL

Colombia Bogota BOG
Peru Lima LIM
Venezuela Caracas CCS
Ecuador Quito UIO

Bolivia  Sucre/ La Paz LPB
Paraguay Asuncion ASU
Uruguay Montevideo MVD
Guyana Georgetown GEO

Suriname Paramaribo PBM

3 - Airports and Airport Codes of IATA Traffic Area 1 (TC-1)

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) assigns three-letter
airport and city codes to identify airports worldwide. These codes are essential
for airline operations, ticketing, reservations, baggage handling, and route
planning.

IATA Traffic Area 1 (TC-1) includes airports from North America, Central
America, South America, the Caribbean, Greenland, and Bermuda.

Major Airports and Codes — North America

United States of America

o JFK - John F. Kennedy International Airport, New York



LAX — Los Angeles International Airport

ORD - Chicago O’Hare International Airport

ATL — Hartsfield—Jackson Atlanta International Airport
MIA — Miami International Airport

DFW — Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport

Canada

YYZ — Toronto Pearson International Airport
YVR — Vancouver International Airport
YUL — Montreéal-Trudeau International Airport

YYC — Calgary International Airport

Mexico

MEX — Mexico City International Airport
CUN - Cancun International Airport

GDL - Guadalajara International Airport

Major Airports and Codes — Central America

PTY — Tocumen International Airport, Panama

SJO — Juan Santamaria International Airport, Costa Rica
SAL — El Salvador International Airport

GUA - La Aurora International Airport, Guatemala

BZE — Philip S. W. Goldson International Airport, Belize

MGA - Augusto C. Sandino International Airport, Nicaragua

Major Airports and Codes — Caribbean Region

NAS — Lynden Pindling International Airport, Bahamas

HAV - José Marti International Airport, Cuba



o KIN — Norman Manley International Airport, Jamaica

« MBJ — Sangster International Airport, Jamaica

« SDQ — Las Américas International Airport, Dominican Republic
o PUJ — Punta Cana International Airport

o SJU — Luis Mufioz Marin International Airport, Puerto Rico

« BGI — Grantley Adams International Airport, Barbados

« POS — Piarco International Airport, Trinidad & Tobago

« BDA — L.F. Wade International Airport, Bermuda

Major Airports and Codes — South America

« GRU - Sao Paulo—Guarulhos International Airport, Brazil
+ GIG —Rio de Janeiro International Airport

o EZE — Ezeiza International Airport, Argentina

o SCL — Arturo Merino Benitez International Airport, Chile
o LIM — Jorge Chavez International Airport, Peru

« BOG — El Dorado International Airport, Colombia

« CCS - Simo6n Bolivar International Airport, Venezuela

o« MVD — Carrasco International Airport, Uruguay

Greenland

o GOH — Nuuk Airport

4 - Currencies and Currency Codes of IATA Traffic Area 1 (TC-1)

Every country uses its own currency, identified internationally by a three-
letter ISO currency code. Knowledge of currencies and currency codes is
essential in tourism for foreign exchange, ticketing, tour costing, hotel
payments, and international travel operations.



IATA Traffic Area 1 (TC-1) includes the American continent and the
Caribbean region, where multiple currencies are in use.

North America

Country Currency Currency Code
United States of America US Dollar USD

Canada Canadian Dollar CAD

Mexico Mexican Peso MXN
Greenland Danish Krone DKK

Central America

Country Currency Currency Code

Belize Belize Dollar BZD

Costa Rica Costa Rican Colon CRC
El Salvador US Dollar USD
Guatemala Guatemalan Quetzal GTQ
Honduras Honduran Lempira HNL
Nicaragua Nicaraguan Cordoba NIO

Panama Balboa / US Dollar PAB /USD

Caribbean Region
Country / Territory Currency Code
Bahamas Bahamian Dollar BSD

Cuba Cuban Peso CUP



Country / Territory Currency Code

Jamaica Jamaican Dollar JMD
Dominican Republic Dominican Peso DOP
Barbados Barbados Dollar BBD

Trinidad & Tobago Trinidad and Tobago Dollar TTD

Haiti Gourde HTG

Aruba Aruban Florin AWG
Puerto Rico (USA) US Dollar USD

Bermuda Bermudian Dollar BMD
South America

Country Currency Code

Argentina Argentine Peso ~ ARS
Brazil Brazilian Real BRL
Chile Chilean Peso CLP

Colombia Colombian Peso COP

Peru Sol PEN
Venezuela Bolivar VES
Ecuador US Dollar USD
Bolivia  Boliviano BOB
Paraguay Guarani PYG

Uruguay Uruguayan Peso UYU

Guyana Guyanese Dollar GYD



Country Currency Code

Suriname Surinamese Dollar SRD



MODULE 2
S - Physical Geography of the North Atlantic Sub-Area

The North Atlantic Sub-Area is an important geographical region within IATA
Traffic Area 1. It includes areas surrounding the North Atlantic Ocean, such
as the eastern parts of the United States and Canada, Greenland, Iceland,
Bermuda, and the Caribbean islands. This sub-area occupies a strategic
position between major continents and plays a significant role in international
air transport, tourism, and global trade.

In terms of physical relief, the region shows great diversity. The Appalachian
Mountains extend through the eastern United States and parts of Canada, while
the Canadian Shield forms an ancient plateau rich in minerals. Greenland is
largely covered with ice sheets and glaciers, whereas Iceland is known for its
volcanic landforms such as geysers and lava fields. The Caribbean islands are
mainly of volcanic and coral origin and are surrounded by warm tropical waters.

The North Atlantic Ocean is the dominant physical feature of this sub-area. It
strongly influences climate and human activities. Two major ocean currents
affect the region: the warm Gulf Stream, which raises temperatures and
supports mild climates, and the cold Labrador Current, which brings cooler
conditions. These currents influence fishing grounds, weather patterns, and
tourism seasons.

The climate of the North Atlantic Sub-Area varies from region to region.
Temperate climate is found in eastern North America, tropical climate in the
Caribbean islands, polar climate in Greenland, and maritime climate in
Iceland and coastal zones. Seasonal variations such as winter snowfall, summer
warmth, and occasional hurricanes affect tourism movement and air transport
operations.

The region has several important rivers and water bodies, including the St.
Lawrence River, which connects the Great Lakes to the Atlantic Ocean and
supports trade and tourism. The Great Lakes system is another major physical
feature that supports navigation, fisheries, and recreational tourism.

Natural vegetation also varies widely. Deciduous forests are common in
eastern USA, coniferous forests in Canada, tundra vegetation in Greenland,
and tropical forests in the Caribbean. This diversity supports wildlife tourism
and eco-tourism activities.



The Physical Geography of the North Atlantic Sub-Area is marked by varied
landforms, oceanic influence, climatic diversity, and rich natural resources.
These physical features have a strong impact on tourism development,
international air routes, cruise tourism, and economic activities within IATA

Area 1.

6 - Tourist Destinations., Attractions and Accessibility of Major
Countries in the North Atlantic Sub-Area

The North Atlantic Sub-Area of IATA Traffic Area 1 includes some of the
world’s most popular and diverse tourist destinations. Countries such as
Canada, Greenland, the United States of America, and Mexico attract
international tourists due to their varied geography, rich cultural heritage,
natural attractions, and well-developed transportation systems. Tourism in these
countries is supported by strong accessibility through air, sea, and land
transport.

Canada, Greenland, the USA, and Mexico are major tourism countries in the
North Atlantic Sub-Area of IATA Area 1. Their wide range of tourist
destinations, natural and cultural attractions, and efficient accessibility through
air, land, and sea transport make them leading global destinations.

1. Canada

Major Tourist Destinations & Attractions
Canada 1s known for its natural beauty and eco-tourism potential.
« Niagara Falls — World-famous waterfall and major attraction
o Banff and Jasper National Parks — Mountains, glaciers, wildlife
« Toronto & Vancouver — Urban tourism and cultural centres
+ Montreal & Quebec City — French heritage and historical tourism

« Northern Canada — Arctic tourism and Northern Lights



Accessibility
« Well-connected by international airports:
o Toronto (YYZ), Vancouver (YVR), Montreal (YUL)
« Excellent road and rail networks

o Cruise tourism along Atlantic and Pacific coasts

2. Greenland

Major Tourist Destinations & Attractions
Greenland attracts tourists seeking unique polar experiences.

o Ice sheets and glaciers

o Aurora Borealis (Northern Lights)

« Arctic wildlife — polar bears, seals, whales

o Inuit culture and traditions

o Adventure tourism such as ice trekking and fjord cruises
Accessibility

o Limited but growing air connectivity

o Nuuk (GOH) is the main airport
« Seasonal flights from Denmark and Canada

o Cruise ships during summer months

3. United States of America (USA)

Major Tourist Destinations & Attractions

The USA is one of the largest tourism markets in the world, offering diverse
attractions.

« New York City — Statue of Liberty, Times Square

« Washington D.C. — Monuments and museums



Florida — Disney World, beaches, cruise ports
California — Hollywood, Disneyland, beaches

Las Vegas — Entertainment tourism

National Parks — Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Yosemite

Hawaii & Alaska — Island and Arctic tourism

Accessibility

Extensive international air network
o Major hubs: JFK, LAX, ORD, MIA
Highly developed domestic air travel

Road, rail, and cruise tourism well integrated

4. Mexico

Major Tourist Destinations & Attractions

Mexico 1s famous for cultural heritage and beach tourism.

Mexico City — Museums and historical sites

Cancun & Riviera Maya — Beach and resort tourism

Chichen Itza & Teotihuacan — Ancient Mayan and Aztec ruins
Los Cabos & Acapulco — Coastal tourism

Festivals and traditional culture

Accessibility

Strong international air connectivity
o Mexico City (MEX), Cancun (CUN)
Well-linked by road networks with the USA

Cruise tourism along Caribbean and Pacific coasts



MODULE 3

Physical Geography of Mid Atlantic Sub-Areas — Caribbean Area and Sub-
Areas

The Mid Atlantic Sub-Area of IATA Area 1 mainly comprises the Caribbean
Region, which lies between North America and South America. This region
consists of numerous islands and coastal areas that play an important role in
international tourism and air transport due to their tropical location, scenic
beauty, and strategic maritime position.

The physical geography of the Mid Atlantic Sub-Area (Caribbean) is
characterized by island formations, tropical climate, and marine landscapes.
These geographical features strongly influence tourism development, travel
patterns, and air transport operations within IATA Area 1, making the
Caribbean one of the world’s most popular tourist regions.

Location
o Lies between the Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean Sea
o North of South America and east of Central America
o Part of the West Indies
Major Sub-Areas
o Greater Antilles: Cuba, Jamaica, Hispaniola, Puerto Rico
o Large islands with mountains, plains, and rivers
o Lesser Antilles: Windward and Leeward Islands
o Smaller volcanic islands with rugged terrain
« Bahamas: Coral islands with flat landscape and shallow seas
Climate
o Tropical climate with warm temperatures throughout the year
o Seasonal rainfall
o Hurricane season (June—November) affects travel and tourism
Physical Features

« Mountain ranges and plateaus in major islands



o Coral reefs and coastal plains
« Rich marine biodiversity
Tourism Significance
« Favorable climate supports beach and cruise tourism
« Island geography increases dependence on air transport

« Natural beauty promotes leisure and eco-tourism

Tourist Destinations, Attractions and Accessibility of Caribbean Islands

The Caribbean Islands are among the world’s most popular tourist regions due
to their tropical climate, scenic beaches, rich culture, and easy air and sea
connectivity. Tourism is a major economic activity in most Caribbean nations.

The Caribbean Islands offer a unique combination of natural beauty, cultural
richness, and excellent accessibility, making them a key tourism region within
IATA Area 1.

Major Tourist Destinations

Bahamas (Nassau & Paradise Island)

The Bahamas is a group of coral islands known for its luxury beach resorts and
cruise tourism. Nassau, the capital, is a major tourist hub offering beaches,
shopping, and water sports, while Paradise Island is famous for high-end resorts
and marine attractions.

Jamaica (Montego Bay & Ocho Rios)

Jamaica is renowned for its tropical landscapes, beaches, and cultural heritage.
Montego Bay is a popular resort destination, while Ocho Rios is famous for
waterfalls, rainforests, and adventure tourism.



Cuba (Havana & Varadero)

Cuba 1s well known for its historic cities and cultural tourism. Havana attracts
visitors with its colonial architecture and heritage sites, whereas Varadero is an
internationally famous beach resort destination.

Dominican Republic (Punta Cana)

The Dominican Republic is a leading Caribbean tourist destination, particularly
for all-inclusive beach resorts. Punta Cana is famous for long sandy beaches,
luxury hotels, and water-based recreational activities.

Barbados (Bridgetown)

Barbados is known for its clean beaches, British colonial heritage, and friendly
tourism environment. Bridgetown, the capital, is a cultural and commercial
center attracting leisure and heritage tourists.

Puerto Rico (San Juan)

Puerto Rico combines Caribbean charm with modern urban tourism. San Juan is
famous for its historic forts, old town, cruise port, and vibrant nightlife.

Major Attractions
Natural Attractions
« White sandy beaches and clear blue waters
o Coral reefs suitable for snorkeling and diving
o Tropical forests and waterfalls
Cultural Attractions
o Colonial architecture
« Music and dance (Reggae, Salsa, Calypso)

« Festivals and carnivals



Recreational Attractions
o Cruise tourism
« Water sports (scuba diving, sailing, surfing)

o Luxury resorts and island tourism

Accessibility

Air Accessibility
« Well-connected international airports such as:
o Nassau International Airport
o Sangster International Airport (Jamaica)
o Grantley Adams International Airport (Barbados)
o Frequent flights from USA, Canada, and Europe
Sea Accessibility
e Major cruise ports in Bahamas, Jamaica, and Caribbean islands

o Popular cruise routes linking multiple islands

Physical Geography of South Atlantic Sub-Areas

The South Atlantic Sub-Area of IATA Area 1 covers the eastern part of South
America along the South Atlantic Ocean and includes major countries such as
Argentina and Brazil. The region’s varied physical geography strongly
influences tourism, transport, and economic activities.

Geographically, the area lies south of the Caribbean region and is bordered by
the South Atlantic Ocean to the east, providing extensive coastal access. Its
strategic location supports maritime trade and international connectivity.

Location
+ Lies south of the Caribbean region
o Bordered by the South Atlantic Ocean to the east

o Includes major South American countries like Argentina and Brazil



The region shows great physical diversity. The Andes Mountains dominate the
western margins, while the Pampas grasslands of Argentina form vast fertile
plains. Major river systems such as the Amazon, Parand, and Uruguay rivers
support transportation, agriculture, and tourism. The long Atlantic coastline
promotes port development and beach tourism.

Physical Features
« Mountains: Andes Mountains in western parts of South America
« Plains: Pampas grasslands of Argentina
« River Systems: Amazon River, Parané River, Uruguay River
Coastline: Long Atlantic coastline supporting port and beach tourism

Climatic conditions range from tropical in the north to temperate in the south,
with seasonal rainfall influencing agriculture and tourism patterns. Natural
vegetation includes the dense rainforests of the Amazon Basin, extensive
grasslands, and coastal wetlands.

Climate
« Tropical climate in northern areas
o Temperate climate in southern regions

« Seasonal rainfall affecting agricultural and tourism activities

Tourism in the South Atlantic Sub-Area benefits from diverse landscapes,
supporting eco-tourism, adventure tourism, and coastal tourism. Major
international airports and transport networks enhance global accessibility,
making the region an important tourism zone within IATA Area 1.

Natural Vegetation
« Dense tropical rainforests (Amazon Basin)
o Grasslands and savannas

o Coastal vegetation and wetlands



Tourism Significance

« Diverse landscapes support eco-tourism, beach tourism, and adventure
tourism

« Major international airports improve global accessibility

Tourist Destinations, Attractions and Accessibility of Major South Atlantic
Countries

Argentina

Major Tourist Destinations and Attractions

Buenos Aires

Buenos Aires is the capital and cultural heart of Argentina. It is famous for its
European-style architecture, tango dance, theatres, museums, and vibrant
city life. The city attracts cultural tourists, business travelers, and international
visitors.

Iguazu Falls

Located on the border of Argentina and Brazil, Iguazu Falls is one of the
largest waterfall systems in the world. It is surrounded by tropical rainforest
and is a major attraction for nature tourism, eco-tourism, and adventure
tourism.

Patagonia

Patagonia is a vast region in southern Argentina known for its glaciers, snow-
capped mountains, lakes, and wildlife. It attracts tourists interested in
adventure tourism, trekking, mountaineering, and nature exploration.

Mendoza

Mendoza is famous for wine tourism and vineyards located at the foothills of
the Andes Mountains. The region also supports mountain tourism and
culinary tourism.

Accessibility in Argentina

o Major international gateway: Ministro Pistarini International Airport
(Ezeiza), Buenos Aires

o Well-connected domestic air network linking major tourist regions



« Road and rail transport support internal tourism movement

Brazil
Major Tourist Destinations and Attractions

Rio de Janeiro

Rio de Janeiro is one of the world’s most famous tourist cities. It is known for
its Copacabana and Ipanema beaches, Carnival festival, Sugarloaf
Mountain, and Christ the Redeemer statue. The city attracts leisure tourists,
cultural tourists, and event tourists.

Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon is the largest tropical rainforest in the world and is rich in
biodiversity, rivers, and indigenous culture. It is a major destination for eco-
tourism, wildlife tourism, and educational tourism.

Sao Paulo

Sao Paulo is Brazil’s largest city and a major business, cultural, and
commercial center. It attracts business travelers and urban tourists due to its
museums, shopping centers, and international events.

Salvador

Salvador is known for its colonial architecture, Afro-Brazilian culture,
music, and historical sites. It is an important destination for heritage and
cultural tourism.

Accessibility in Brazil
« Major international airports:
o Sao Paulo—Guarulhos International Airport
o Rio de Janeiro—Galeao International Airport
« Extensive domestic and international flight network

« Seaports and road transport support tourism access



MODULE 4
TRAVEL PROCEDURES
International Travel Requirements for IATA Area 1

International travel involves movement across national boundaries and therefore requires
compliance with specific legal, administrative, and health regulations. In IATA Area 1, which
includes North America, Central America, South America, and the Caribbean, travelers must
fulfill certain formalities before entering another country. These procedures are designed to
ensure national security, public health safety, immigration control, and passenger
protection.

The major international travel requirements include Passport, Visa Formalities, Health
Formalities, and Travel Insurance. Proper knowledge of these requirements helps avoid
travel disruptions and ensures smooth international movement.

International travel to IATA Area 1 requires compliance with passport regulations, visa
formalities, health requirements, and travel insurance policies. These procedures ensure safe,
lawful, and smooth international travel. Proper documentation and preparation reduce risks
and enhance the overall travel experience.

Passport

A passport is an official government-issued document that certifies a traveler’s identity and
nationality for international travel.

Importance
e Mandatory for all international travel
e Required for immigration clearance
e Acts as proof of citizenship abroad

Types of Passport

Passports are issued based on the purpose and status of the holder.
Ordinary Passport
o Issued to general citizens
e Used for tourism, business travel, study, or personal visits
e Most common type of passport
Diplomatic Passport
o Issued to diplomats and high-ranking government officials
o Used for official international duties

e Provides certain diplomatic privileges and immunities



Official / Service Passport
o Issued to government employees traveling abroad for official work
e Does not provide full diplomatic immunity
Emergency Passport / Temporary Passport
o Issued in urgent situations
o Used when original passport is lost or stolen abroad

o Valid for a short period only
Validity Requirement
e Usually must be valid for at least six months beyond date of return

e Must have sufficient blank pages for visa stamping

Visa Formalities

A visa is official permission granted by a country allowing a foreign national to enter, stay,
or transit for a specified purpose and period.

Types of Visa
Visas are classified according to the purpose of travel and duration of stay.
Tourist Visa
o For leisure, sightseeing, visiting friends or relatives
e Does not allow employment
Business Visa
o For attending meetings, conferences, trade activities
e Short-term professional visits
Student Visa
o Issued for educational purposes
e Valid for the duration of the course
Work Visa
e Granted for employment in a foreign country

e Requires job offer or work permit



Transit Visa
o For passing through a country to reach another destination
e Usually valid for short duration (24—72 hours)
Immigrant Visa
e For permanent residence in a foreign country
e-Visa (Electronic Visa)
e Applied and issued online
o Linked electronically to passport
Visa on Arrival
o Issued at the airport or border upon arrival

Visa regulations vary among countries in IATA Area 1, especially the USA, Canada, and
Caribbean nations.

Health Formalities

Health regulations prevent the spread of infectious diseases across international borders.
Common Requirements

o International Certificate of Vaccination

e Yellow Fever vaccination (mandatory if arriving from infected regions)

e COVID or other health declarations (when applicable)
Health Screening

e Medical checks at airports

e Travel history verification

Many tropical countries in IATA Area 1 may require vaccination proof depending on origin of
travel.

Travel Insurance

Travel insurance is a policy that provides financial protection against unexpected risks during
international travel.

Coverage Includes

e Medical emergencies and hospitalization



Accidental injury or death
Trip cancellation or interruption
Flight delays

Loss of baggage or passport

Importance

Ensures financial safety
Sometimes mandatory for visa approval

Highly recommended for long-distance travel



